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Music for All promotes 
the life-changing 
benefits of making 
music.  



The Music for All charity is dedicated to 
helping people of all ages and social 
backgrounds get involved in the amazing 
world of music making. Established for 
over 20 years, Music for All knows making 
music changes lives and can help physical 
and mental well-being.

We make grants available to address the musical 
needs of community music groups and educational 
organisations. 

We donate instruments and music tuition to 
individuals who need our help.

We bring free of charge ‘Learn to Play’ experiences to 
people of all ages and backgrounds.



It is with great pride that I would like to welcome you to the first annual report for 
Music for All.  

At Music for All we know that making music changes lives. From the instrumentalist, singer 
or DJ playing at home purely for their own enjoyment, to the performers playing to crowds 
of many thousands, making music enriches lives and enables powerful communication 
across countries, races, social and economic groups.

Our charity is a small one with big ideas. Our initial aim was simply to help make more 
musicians, but now, as you will see highlighted in this report, we want to take that further 
and ensure that everyone in the UK who wants to, should have the opportunity to play a 
musical instrument.  To achieve this, we need to support those who are currently unable to 
access instruments or tuition because of financial issues, geographic limitations, or due to 
physical or mental health issues. As the name of the charity suggests, we are “for all” so we 
support all age groups, socio-economic groups, playing abilities and musical genres.

I am writing this introduction at a time of an unprecedented worldwide crisis, with the 
Corona virus creating turmoil the like of which few of us have ever seen.  What has been 
noticeable is that when social and more traditional media have wanted “good news” stories 
to promote, they have turned to the arts in general and music in particular.  

We have seen strangers singing to each other across balconies in towns otherwise locked 
down, instrumentalists playing together on-line (something championed by the charity last 
year with our Jamie Cullum and friends event) and artists who should be playing in front of 
thousands of fans playing solo gigs from their front rooms. Music has led the way in 
promoting positivity in otherwise bleak times.

The charity has come a long way from our early years, but we have much more to achieve 
and far greater demands on our current resources. The early requests for help came from 
individuals or community groups struggling for support.  Now, those requests are being 
joined by state education establishments, desperate for funding to maintain instrumental 
teaching at a time when successive government’s support has been sadly lacking, despite 
music being a key part of the creative industries in this country, contributing £100 billion a 
year to the economy. 

Music for All has made a positive difference to thousands of lives throughout the UK and 
can help even more with the right support from donors and volunteers. If, after reading 
this report you feel you can help, please get in touch. The charity always strives to 
maintain low overheads so as much as possible goes directly to making more musicians – 
and the world can’t have too many of those!

After four years as Chair of Trustees I am retiring from the position and handing over this 
responsibility to an existing Trustee Dr Simon Pitt. Simon will steer the charity through the 
next few months until we have completed the process of recruiting a new Chair. His deep 
understanding of the Charity and strong connections to music education will provide 
invaluable expertise at this challenging time.

Best regards,
David Marshall
Chair of Trustees, Music for All

“
“



VISION
At Music for All we believe that EVERYONE should have the opportunity to 
learn to play a musical instrument and experience the joy of music making. 
Sadly, many people are not fortunate enough to have access to musical 
instruments or ways to help them to learn and discover. 
This is where we come in.

Our charity, founded in 1996 and supported by the UK musical instrument industry, is 
dedicated to helping as many people as possible, of all age groups and social backgrounds to 
get involved in the amazing world of music making. This support takes the form of individual 
help with instrument purchases or tuition fees and community group grants to help set up and 
support long term music making projects.

To date, Music for All has had minimal overheads and administration costs, so every pound 
raised went into helping people to fulfil their musical dreams. 

We are lucky to be recipients of individual instrument donations from fellow musicians, and 
we also have the generous support of organisations from within the musical instrument 
industry such as the MIA (UK) and the NAMM Foundation (US). This gives the charity even 
greater scope to support individuals and community projects across the UK.

Put simply, our charity has more people requesting our help and support than we currently 
have the finances to be able to respond to. Government cuts to school budgets have meant 
that many school-age children are now missing out on music making opportunities - 
especially those from challenging backgrounds. The Covid-19 virus has compounded the 
situation further and we have genuine concerns for a “lost generation” of young people 
experiencing the joy of music-making.



OUR VALUES
The team at Music for All is passionate about helping more people find 
ways to understand and experience the enjoyment and benefits of 
playing music and ensure that music remains an essential part of the 
fabric of people’s lives.

Music for All has collated scientific research results that demonstrate the health benefits
learning to play a musical instrument can bring.

BENEFITS TO SOCIETY
•  Making music can help break down cultural barriers and strengthen social unity.
•  Music is an extremely powerful means of communication, playing a role in many of our 
educational, social and religious institutions. 
•  Making music fosters teamwork, engagement with others and assists in building empathy, 
all essential skills for the promotion of social cohesiveness.

BENEFITS TO INDIVIDUALS
•  Music instruction boosts engagement of the brain networks responsible for decision making, 
reasoning, problem solving skills and the ability to focus attention and inhibit impulses. 
Playing an instrument as a child leads to a sharper mind in old age.
•  Making music can play an important part in helping individuals find balance, improving 
wellbeing and allowing creative self-expression. This promotes emotional, psychological, 
social and physical wellbeing.
•  Playing a musical instrument can provide a real sense of personal achievement and can 
allow parents to experience that unique feeling of pride - hearing and seeing their children 
perform.
•  Musical tuition has shown to lead to improvements in a wide variety of different skills, from 
memory and spatial learning to language skills such as verbal memory, literacy and verbal 
intelligence as well as creativity. Children receiving music lessons for one year, gained an 
average of 2.7 IQ points. (Research references available on request.)
•  Music is fun, improves social skills and aids concentration. 

OBJECTIVES
•  We donate instruments and music tuition to individuals who need our help. 
•  We make grants available to address the musical needs of community music groups and 
educational organisations.
•  We bring free of charge ‘Learn to Play’ experiences to people of all ages and 
backgrounds.
•  We promote the life changing benefits of music making.



2019 IN REVIEW
2019 was a particularly busy and successful year, even though the total 
number of grants awarded* was slightly lower than 2018. We awarded 
27 community grants and 122 individual grants during the year for the 
purchase of instruments or music lessons. We also organised major 
events that promoted music making for all.

* Grants awarded excludes instrument donations.
** The above are calculated by calendar year.

GRANTS AWARDED



SUPPORTING INDIVIDUALS
Our Grant Application process means we can help people fulfil their 
musical dreams. Young, old, regardless of personal or life challenges, we 
truly want making music to be accessible to all.

Examples of individuals we’ve helped:

Jessica has always wanted to learn to play the piano but, 
due to her family circumstances, she wasn’t able to when 
she was younger but now, with our help, she has been able 
to start!

“I can safely say with my hand on my heart that this is 
truly a miracle. Piano lessons have enabled me to ex-
press myself in a positive way, as working lots means 
that I don’t really have time to socialise or take part in 
any activities outside of work. So the help with piano 
lessons is allowing me to achieve my goal but is also 
helping my mental welfare.”

Tacita has been in and out of hospital over the last few 
years but through this very stressful time, she finds that mu-
sic brings great joy into her life. After bravely asking for help, 
we supported her in starting flute lessons!

‘Tacita has spent many weeks in hospital over the last 
few years but has always had a passion for learning 
an instrument and has spent a few years learning mu-
sic theory by herself. The grant for lessons was truly a 
welcome gift; this is a wonderful opportunity for which 
we are most grateful. Her enthusiasm is a joy to witness 
and we hope to be able to build on the opportunity you 
are giving us.’

Stephen desperately needed a new electric guitar to finish his 
debut album but his financial situation made this difficult, so 
he asked us for help. We had just been donated some lovely 
PRS guitars and we knew exactly who to give one to! Here 
are some words he sent thanking us:

“I have just finished the recording of my debut album and 
am looking forward to sharing the album when it is ready. 
Without the support of Music for All, I would still be several 
months away from being able to go into the studio.”



SUPPORTING COMMUNITY GROUPS
These groups are embedded in this community and most benefit from a 
‘helping hand’ from MFA to fulfil their potential in becoming truly 
sustainable music programmes.

Examples of community groups we’ve helped:

Blue Light Symphony Orchestra in Cornwall supports 
members of the emergency services through music 
therapy. However, they could no longer afford to hire 
the instruments needed for the workshops so came 
to us for help. They can now get more percussionists 
playing at their events and continue their mission of 
helping people suffering from mental health conditions 
with the magic of music.

“This award is a huge boost to us as a new 
charity and will enable us to do more of the music 
that people love to perform. We have several 
percussionists from the emergency services who 
wish to play at our workshops but playing music 
that uses them has been cost prohibitive due to the 
need to hire instruments. This money will mean that 
we will now be able to get more of our 
percussionists involved. The BLSO aims to improve 

the mental welfare of the UK Emergency Services Workers by encouraging them to 
engage in leisure time music activities and also through the use of music therapy, to 
treat serious mental health conditions such as PTSD.”

Music Fusion in Havant access and 
engage young people going through 
challenging life circumstances. 
These can range from depression, 
anxiety, neglect, drug abuse and 
criminal activity, amongst other 
issues. We were recently able to 
supply the project with a number 
of donated instruments including 
some lovely guitars from our good 
friends at Faith Guitars.

They have been able to create 
a space that feels safe, but also 
credible and inspiring, it helps them 
to grow in confidence and strive to 
create great music!

“Thanks so much Music for All, this equipment will help inspire hundreds of young 
people going through very tough times”.



Music for Wellbeing and the Uke Group is a Care in the Community Group that works 
with older people and adults with learning difficulties to make a positive impact on their 
wellbeing through music. We were delighted to be able to give them a grant so they 
could purchase 30 ukuleles!

“Since receiving the ukuleles, they have been used in a regular 
movement and music groups for people living with dementia and 
have also formed the basis of an inter-generational ukulele project, 
bringing together residents of a care home and families from a local 
school.”



EVENTS – 2019
Music for All regularly supports a number of events, sometimes in 
collaboration with fellow organisations.  All these activities are 
designed to highlight and support the benefits and availability of 
music making.



Critically acclaimed musician and songwriter Jamie Cullum, led the world’s 
first 5G music lesson from his piano at the two thousand year-old Roman 
Amphitheatre in London, playing live with amateur musicians in Bristol 
and Birmingham using 5G technology from EE, King’s College London, 
Smart Internet Lab at the University of Bristol and Digital Catapult.

The event, organised by Music for All, demonstrated how technology can 
remove barriers to learning. Cullum taught musicians across the three 
different venues in a unique multi-site lesson, connecting the three cities 
across the UK, as if the musicians were playing in the same room. The 
amateur musicians in Jamie’s 5G band were selected from an open call for 
applications by Jamie and they played to an audience of two thousand.

5G Music Lesson 25 June 2019





Learn To Play Day 23/24 March 2019
Supported by Jools Holland OBE, our Learn to Play Day events offer the general public of 
any age, the chance to have a free ‘taster’ lesson on a musical instrument. These events are 
of paramount importance, as our research suggests that a third of people who take part in 
a Learn To Play Day, continue with their musical journey, buying or renting an instrument or 
taking lessons.

Over 10,000 free music lessons were given at 107 venues around the UK during one weekend. 
In total, lessons were given at 56 music shops and 51 community organisations, an increase 
of 20% from the previous year. A plethora of community organisations were involved, 
including bands, music hubs, churches, recording studios teachers and more. Materials are 
given to all the participants to help them to continue their musical journey (information on 
teachers, discount vouchers etc.).

The 2019 PR coverage was particularly successful, with the event being featured by Absolute 
Radio, The Sunday Mirror, Money Saving Expert, My Weekly as well as local coverage in 
almost every county. In total, the audience reach was 18 million, with 46.9% increase in 
returning visitors year on year and a 95% increase in year on year referral traffic to MFA’s 
website.

Mark Harrison, Store Manager at Musicroom Lincoln: 

“One of the students that I taught piano was only six years old, and 
her mum said this was the first time her daughter had played a piano.
It was such a pleasure to see her eyes light up with excitement for the 
lesson, and especially when we finished with her playing and following 
the lights on the Yamaha CSP170. I reminded staff that these students 
are ‘our customers of tomorrow.”

Learn To Play Day is generously supported by the NAMM Foundation.





Make Music Day 21 June 2019
Make Music Day is a global celebration of music that takes place in 
over 125 countries on 21 June. In 2019 in the UK there were 1,103 free 
performances involving 29,353 performers who entertained audiences 
of more than 141,000 people (live in person on the day and online) and 
183,967 reached on social media. 

Make Music Day is run by a Steering Group made up of 9 different organisations, 
which is headed/co-chaired by Music for All and Making Music 
(https://www.makingmusic.org.uk). Performance participation increased by 77% 
from 2018 to 2019.

Free musical performances were held in public spaces, from squares to libraries, 
bandstands to school halls and arts centres, right across the UK. Make Music Day UK 
turned the country into a stage and offered a full spectrum of performers the
opportunity to display their musical skills, whatever their age, skill level and musical 
persuasion. There were numerous workshops, open mics and participatory 
performances across all musical genres. Continuous international live streams included 
broadcasts from countries across the world.

It is an opportunity to highlight community music activity which is too often overlooked 
by funders, politicians, stakeholders, regulators because it’s not funded.
It is a great opportunity to forge new connections for music organisations with other 
local organisations, businesses, local infrastructure (hospitals, libraries, parks etc.).



INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
Our income is raised via membership, donations and fundraising. 

•  Membership: Become a Member via a monthly donation and help support musicians – 
young and old. Each member will receive a Music for All wristband, badge and quarterly 
newsletter.

•  Donations: Through our website, JustGiving, Amazon Smile, Easy Fundraising and 
Virgin Money Giving.

•  Fundraising: Events held by the public around the country to raise funds for Music for 
All. We provide comprehensive fundraising packs, including social media templates and 
promotional materials and ideas for fundraising events.



Statement of financial activities for the year ended 31 March 2020

31.3.20 31.3.19
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

fund funds funds funds
£ £ £ £

100,361 17,933 118,294 119,474

2 6,941 - 6,941 -
3 115 - 115 114

107,417 17,933 125,350 119,588

4,143 9,552 13,695 8,035
1,500 - 1,500 1,430
4,431 10,210 14,641 10,953
6,385 14,713 21,098 28,852

21,995 50,690 72,685 63,917

38,454 85,165 123,619 113,187

68,963 (67,232) 1,731 6,401

8 (65,403) 65,403 - -

3,560 (1,829) 1,731 6,401

58,828 11,540 70,368 63,967

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM 
Donations and legacies 

Other trading activities 
Investment income 

Total 

EXPENDITURE ON 
Charitable activities 
Learn to Play Day 
General activities 
Make Music Day 
Grants to Individuals 
Grants to Institutions 

Total 

NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) 

Transfers between funds 

Net movement in funds 

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 

Total funds brought forward 

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 62,388 9,711 72,099 70,368

The notes form part of these financial statements

Page 5



HOW DO WE KNOW OUR 
APPROACH WORKS?
We keep in touch with everyone we support, and they help us with 
pictures and written updates telling us about the impact our support 
has had on their lives. Many of our Grant recipients continue to talk 
to us and we have numerous heart-warming stories of how people 
we have helped have progressed from beginners through to 
accomplished musicians. We do a full analysis and report summaries 
of all the events we organise. Our data is securely and 
appropriately collated to include geographic, gender, age and 
instrument type information to help us better target those in need. 



THE FUTURE
As we look forward, if the future was bleak for UK music access and 
education prior to Covid-19, we believe it will become even harder during the 
coming years.

Throughout 2020 usual music teaching practices have been very difficult to 
near impossible, but clearly the future will see a greater role for technology. 
Despite the difficulties during this unusual year, one thing has remained 
constant – the enormous power of music to heal, support and inspire people in 
distress.

Our challenge for the coming year is to ensure we can continue to attract the 
funds we need to expand our work. In this tough environment we know that 
our ability to provide support will be of vital importance to those with limited 
access to music. Our ambitious plans over the next year include to:

· Steadily increase donations received by at least 50%, by focusing on grants 
from awarding bodies, publicising our legacies and donate in memory 
services and revamping our existing fundraising pack.

· Broadcast our already strong track record to donors through our new 
website and social media

· Continue to build on our approach to cost-effectiveness and efficiency 
through the introduction of a new awards application system

· Improve the diversity of our Trustee group and embark on a 
professional approach to recruiting a new Chair of Trustees.

In December 2020 our Chair of Trustees David Marshall will be leaving Music 
for All. After 4 years we will miss David’s wise counsel considerably. All the 
Trustees thank him for his loyal service, he has helped Music for All grow and 
become stronger, allowing the charity to emerge from 2020 with an ever 
clearer purpose and ambition.

In addition Paul MacManus who acted as Chief Executive for Music for All for 
a number of years left the charity at the end of 2020.  The Trustees would like 
to thank Paul for his many years of support and all the hard work and effort he 
has put into making Music for All the dynamic and innovative charity it is today.

We look forward to another year of growth in the knowledge that our work 
allows individuals, communities and schools to pursue their musical dreams 
and spread the joy of music across the UK.



www.musicforall.org.uk
Find out more about our work and impact at

www.musicforall.org.uk

Trustees
Geoff Booth, Ian Cullen, Jill Shevlin, Ros Kellaway, Dr Simon Pitt,  Dr Simon Saunders

Ambassadors
We are fortunate to be supported by a range of ambassadors including: 

Jamie Cullum, Cathy Newman, Kate Rusby, Hannah Rankin, Snow Patrol, Al Murray

Patron 
Jools Holland OBE

Registered Charity Number: 1055371
Company Limited by Guarantee and registered in England No: 3193551

01403 628892
help@musicforall.org.uk


